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WELCOME TO TODAY’S MEETING

GUIDANCE FOR THE PUBLIC

The Council is composed of 63 Councillors, who are democratically accountable to the 
residents of their ward.

The Council Meeting is chaired by the Mayor, who will ensure that its business can be 
carried out efficiently and with regard to respecting the  rights and responsibilities of 
Councillors and the interests of the community.The Mayor is the Borough’s first citizen and is 
treated with respect by the whole Council, as should visitors and member of the public.

All Councillors meet together as the Council.  Here Councillors decide the Council’s overall 
policies and set the budget each year.  The Council appoints its Leader, Mayor and Deputy 
Mayor and at its Annual Meeting will appoint Councillors to serve on its committees.  

Copies of the agenda and reports are available on the Council’s website at 
www.rotherham.gov.uk.  The public  can also have access to the reports to be discussed at 
the meeting  by  visiting  the Reception at Rotherham Town Hall.  The Reception is open 
from 8.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. each day.  You may not be allowed to see some reports because 
they contain private  information and these will be marked accordingly on the agenda.

Members of the public have the right to ask questions or submit petitions to Council 
meetings.  A member of the public may ask one general question in person which must be 
received in writing to the Chief Executive by 10.00 a.m. on the Friday preceding a Council 
meeting on the following Wednesday and must not exceed fifty words in length. Questions 
can be emailed to councilquestions@rotherham.gov.uk 

Council meetings are webcast and streamed live or subsequent broadcast via the Council’s 
website.  At the start of the meeting the Mayor will confirm if the meeting is being filmed.  You 
would need to confirm your wish not to be filmed to Democratic Services.  Recording of the 
meeting by members of the public is also allowed.

Council meetings are open to the public, but occasionally the Council may have to discuss 
an item in private.  If this occurs you will be asked to leave.  If you would like to attend a 
meeting please report to the Reception at the Town Hall and you will be directed to the 
relevant meeting room.

FACILITIES

There are public toilets, one of which is designated disabled with full wheelchair access, with 
full lift access to all floors.  Induction loop facilities are also available in the Council Chamber, 
John Smith Room and Committee Rooms 1 and 2.

Access for people with mobility difficulties can be obtained via the ramp at the main entrance 
to the Town Hall.

If you have any queries on this agenda, please contact:-

Contact:- James McLaughlin, Head of Democratic Services
Tel.:-  01709 822477
james.mclaughlin@rotherham.gov.uk

Date of Publication:- 27th August, 2019

http://www.rotherham.gov.uk/
mailto:councilquestions@rotherham.gov.uk
mailto:james.mclaughlin@rotherham.gov.uk
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Council Meeting
Agenda

Time and Date:-
Wednesday, 4 September 2019 at 2.00 p.m.

Venue:-
Council Chamber - Town Hall, Moorgate Street, Rotherham.  S60  2TH

1. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

To consider any announcements by the Mayor in accordance with Council 
Procedure Rule 3(2)(ii).

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

To receive the apologies of any Member who is unable to attend the meeting.

3. COMMUNICATIONS 

Any communication received by the Mayor or Chief Executive which relates to 
a recommendation of the Cabinet or a committee which was received after the 
relevant meeting.

4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETING (Pages 1 - 32)

To receive the record of proceedings of the ordinary meeting of the Council 
held on 24 July 2019 and to approve the accuracy thereof.

5. PETITIONS 

To report on any petitions received by the Council received by the Council and 
receive statements in support of petitions in accordance with Petitions Scheme 
and Council Procedure Rule 13. 

6. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

To invite Councillors to declare any disclosable pecuniary interests or personal 
interests they may have in any matter which is to be considered at this 
meeting, to confirm the nature of those interests and whether they intend to 
leave the meeting for the consideration of the item.

7. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

To receive questions from members of the public who may wish to ask a 
general question of the Mayor, Cabinet Member or the Chair of a Committee in 
accordance with Council Procedure Rule 12. 



8. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

Should it be necessary, in the opinion of the Mayor, to consider excluding the 
press and public from the meeting in relation to any items of urgent business 
on the grounds that private information is likely to be divulged.

There are no such items at the time of preparing this agenda.

9. LEADER OF THE COUNCIL'S STATEMENT 

To receive a statement from the Leader of the Council in accordance with 
Council Procedure Rule 9. 

10. MINUTES OF THE CABINET (Pages 33 - 45)

To note the minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 8th July, 2019.

11. AUDIT COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 2018/19 (Pages 46 - 59)

To consider the annual report of the Audit Committee in respect of its activities 
during the 2018/19 municipal year. 

12. THRIVING NEIGHBOURHOODS - UPDATES FROM WARD COUNCILLORS 
(Pages 60 - 65)

To receive updates from ward councillors from Rotherham East, Rotherham 
West and Silverwood on the activities supporting Thriving Neighbourhoods 
across the Borough.

13. NOTICE OF MOTION - ADOPTION OF INTERNATIONAL HOLOCAUST 
REMEMBRANCE ALLIANCE (IHRA) DEFINITION OF ANTI-SEMITISM 

This Council:

1. Abhors racism in all forms.

2. Notes the decision of the Sheffield City Region Combined Authority to 
join with the government and other local authorities across the UK in 
signing up to the internationally recognised International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) working definition of antisemitism on 3rd 
June 2019.

The IHRA working definition states;

“Antisemitism is a certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed 
as hatred toward Jews. Rhetorical and physical manifestations of 
antisemitism are directed toward Jewish or non-Jewish individuals 
and/or their property, towards Jewish Community institutions and 
religious facilities.

Manifestations might include the targeting of the state of Israel, 
conceived as a Jewish collectivity. However, criticism of Israel similar to 
that levelled against any other country cannot be regarded as 
antisemitic. Antisemitism frequently charges Jews with conspiring to 



harm humanity, and it is often used to blame Jews for “why things go 
wrong.” It is expressed in speech, writing, visual forms and action, and 
employs sinister stereotypes and negative character traits.

Contemporary examples of antisemitism in public life, the media, 
schools, the workplace, and in the religious sphere could, taking into 
account the overall context, include, but are not limited to:

 Calling for, aiding, or justifying the killing or harming of Jews in 
the name of a radical ideology or an extremist view of religion.

 Making mendacious, dehumanising, demonizing or stereotypical 
allegations about Jews as such or the power of Jews as collective 
- such as, especially but not exclusively, the myth about a world 
Jewish conspiracy or of Jews controlling the media, economy, 
government or other societal institutions.

 Accusing Jews as a people of being responsible for real or 
imagined wrongdoing committed by a single Jewish person or 
group, or even for acts committed by non-Jews.

 Denying the fact, scope, mechanisms (e.g. gas chambers) or 
intentionality of the genocide of the Jewish people at the hands of 
National Socialist Germany and its supporters and accomplices 
during World War II (the Holocaust)

 Accusing the Jews as a people, or Israel as a state, of inventing 
or exaggerating the Holocaust.

 Accusing Jewish citizens as being more loyal to Israel, or to the 
alleged priorities of Jews worldwide, than to the interests of their 
own nations

 Denying the Jewish people their right to self-determination, e.g. 
by claiming that the existence of the State of Israel is a racist 
endeavour.

 Applying double standards by requiring of it a behaviour not 
expected or demanded of any other democratic nation.

 Using the symbols and images associated with classic 
antisemitism (e.g. claims of Jews killing Jesus or blood libel) to 
characterise Israel or Israelis.

 Drawing comparisons of contemporary Israeli policy to that of the 
Nazis

 Holding Jews collectively responsible for the actions of the state 
of Israel."

This Council therefore resolves to:

1. Restate its condemnation of all forms of racism in all its manifestations

2. Adopt the IHRA definition of antisemitism as the working model for 
challenging and confronting incidents of this form of racism.

Mover:-  Councillor Read Seconder:-  Councillor Watson



14. STANDARDS AND ETHICS COMMITTEE (Pages 66 - 70)

To receive and consider reports, minutes and recommendations of the 
Standards and Ethics Committee.

To confirm the minutes as a true record.

15. AUDIT COMMITTEE (Pages 71 - 83)

To receive and consider reports, minutes and recommendations of the Audit 
Committee.

To confirm the minutes as a true record.

16. HEALTH AND WELLBEING BOARD (Pages 84 - 91)

To receive and consider reports, minutes and recommendations of the Health 
and Wellbeing Board.

To confirm the minutes as a true record.

17. PLANNING BOARD (Pages 92 - 97)

To receive and consider reports, minutes and recommendations of the 
Planning Board. 

To confirm the minutes as a true record.

18. LICENSING (Pages 98 - 113)

To receive and consider reports, minutes and recommendations of the 
Licensing Board Sub-Committee and Licensing Sub-Committee. 

To confirm the minutes as a true record.

19. MEMBERS' QUESTIONS TO DESIGNATED SPOKESPERSONS 

To put questions, if any, to the designated Members on the discharge of 
functions of the South Yorkshire Police and Crime Panel, South Yorkshire Fire 
and Rescue Authority, Barnsley, Doncaster, Rotherham and Sheffield 
Combined Authority and South Yorkshire Pensions Authority, in accordance 
with Council Procedure Rule 11(5).

20. MEMBERS' QUESTIONS TO CABINET MEMBERS AND CHAIRS OF 
COMMITTEES 

To put questions, if any, to Cabinet Members and Chairs of Committees (or 
their representatives) under Council Procedure Rules 11(1) and 11(3).



21. URGENT ITEMS 

To consider any other public items which the Mayor determines are urgent.

SHARON KEMP,
Chief Executive.

The next meeting of the Council will be on 
Wednesday, 30th October, 2019 at 2.00 p.m. at Rotherham Town Hall.


